SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
the soil than their forbears. This great class of minor
employers, merchants, bankers, doctors, and so on,
was responsible for the beginnings of nineteenth-
century bourgeoisdom, and for the new conception of
democracy, culminating in the French revolution of
1789, the English Reform Bill of 1832 and the all-
embracing liberal movement of the 'forties and 'fifties.
The essential intellectual preoccupation of the age was
a kind of blending of Nominalistic Christianity and
democratic political leanings.  Popular parliamentary
institutions, both in central and local government,
under the cover of a Christian barrage of pious
principles, enabled the new middle classes to continue
the struggle for freedom in the exploitation of the still
greater opportunities of the industrial age.  Both the
early Renaissance and the later industrial upswings of
Nominalist opportunism sprang from middle layers
of society, those layers in which a neat adjustment of
repression and opportunity were conducive to the
necessary explosiveness of will.   For the illiterate
working classes the challenge of "new ground," to use
the phraseology of Professor Toynbee, was too great,
For the middle layers it was just sufficient to give the
essential Putsch to the acquisitive wilfulness of man.
As will be pointed out in a subsequent chapter, the
middle classes of Russia always remained feeble, and
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